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Cass River Greenway
2015 Year in Review
By CRG Chairman, Robert Zeilinger
Community Membership and Agency Support:

Organized in 2007, the Cass River Greenway Committee membership includes volunteer residents and municipal leaders from cities, communities and townships along the Cass River from Cass City downstream to Bridgeport.  Expanding the volunteer base for work on the Cass River Greenway project is critical to achieving many of the committee’s goals, and we welcome additional volunteers.

The Cass River Greenway Committee is strongly supported by federal, state and county agencies whose representatives are members of the committee.  They include:  MDEQ Water Bureau, US Fish & Wildlife Service, Saginaw Bay RC&D, Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy, UM Flint-University Outreach, Saginaw Area Storm Water Authority, Saginaw and Tuscola County Conservation Districts, Tuscola County Road Commission, and The Nature Conservancy.
Goals Developed by the Cass River Greenway Committee:

· Develop Recreation Opportunities on the Cass River and along its corridor

· Encourage Preservation of Wildlife Habitat and Critical Natural Lands

· Improve Water Quality of the Cass River

Goal – Develop Recreation Opportunities on the Cass River and along its corridor:

The design and construction of a water trail on the Cass River is our top priority for this goal.  Two additional launch sites were completed in 2015: one in Vassar Township adjacent to the Caine Road Bridge/DNR State Game Area and one downstream of the Frankenmuth Fish Passage.  Four additional launches are funded and are planned for construction in 2016.  They include one in downtown Vassar, one in Bridgeport at Davis Park, one upstream of Bridgeport at the Dixie Highway Bridge area, and one in Juniata Township at the M-46 Bridge/DNR State Game Area.
Additionally, a major renovation is planned for the boat launch at Frankenmuth’s Memorial Park.

The Lower Cass River Water Trail Map can be downloaded from our web site www.cassriver.org.

The 4th Annual Float and Swim the Cass River was held on June 27.  Eleven swimmers accompanied by two pontoon boats and approximately 20 kayaks and canoes made the swim/float from Tuscola to Frankenmuth.
The 3rd Annual Triathlon (The Bavarian Inn Experience) was held on August 1.  Over 400 participants from across the mid-west and Canada registered for the event (swim, bike and run).
Bridgeport hosted The Great Lakes Rendezvous for the first time on August 14-17.  Twenty camps participated and they intend to host the event again next year.

Goal – Encourage Preservation of Wildlife Habitat and Critical Natural Lands:

Progress continues on our Phragmites Control Program.  Phragmites is a non-native, invasive reed that threatens the ecological health of wetlands and the shorelines of lakes and rivers.  Phragmites are extremely difficult to eradicate once they become well established, as evidenced by their total domination in many areas around the Saginaw Bay and area rivers.  To date we have observed very little Phragmites on the banks of the Cass River.  However, it is present and expanding along many roadside ditches in our area.  Our intent is to eradicate Phragmites in our area before it invades the Cass River.  This effort began in 2010 with a demonstration treatment project on five sites.  Since then we have partnered with the Saginaw and Tuscola County Road Commissions to locate and treat phragmites along roadways in 14 townships along the Cass River corridor.  In addition, approximately 6 private properties have been treated each year.  We plan on continuing this effort and expanding our outreach to private property owners in 2016. Additionally, the Cass River Greenway is now a member of the Saginaw Bay Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area organization (a group of organizations focused on leveraging resources to address invasive plants and animals that threaten our environment).  The Saginaw Bay CISMA has received grant funding in 2015 to accelerate the treatment of invasive plants in our area.
Goal – Improve Water Quality of the Cass River:

Bridgeport hosted the 7th Annual Cass River Clean Up on July 25. Fifty-three volunteers worked to clean up the river from the Dixie Highway Bridge to the Historic Bridge in downtown Bridgeport.  A 10 yard dumpster full of tires, metal and plastics were collected.
We have now “cleaned” approximately 35 miles of the Cass River.

Caro will be hosting the 2016 Cass River Clean Up.

A “special” river clean up was conducted in the Cass River between Tuscola and Frankenmuth on September 19.  This initiative was planned as a result of the lower water level (approximately 3 feet) that occurred for a short period of time during the Fish Passage construction.  Many items were collected that would not have been accessible during normal water conditions.
Improvement of river water quality is a watershed wide activity and involves a long-term commitment.  In late 2010 the Michigan DEQ announced the Cass River Watershed had been selected for funding of a Watershed Management Plan project.  This is an extremely important and necessary step in developing a long-term effort to improve water quality in the Cass River.  The project study and on-the-ground work was completed in 2013 and a report compiled in 2014. The Michigan DEQ and the Federal EPA have now approved the Cass River Watershed Management Plan.  Additionally, a major funding request, based on the issues identified in the “plan”, has been submitted to the MDEQ (funding decisions will be announced by spring 2016).  The Watershed Management Plan can be found on our web site www.cassriver.org.
Sedimentation caused by stream bank erosion changes a waterway in many ways that harm its natural ecology.  For example it can; disrupt the food web by damaging habitat where stream organisms live, transport nutrients that feed the “wrong” types of plants and microorganisms in the water, and alter the flow of water and reduce water depths - making recreation use more difficult.
Saginaw Bay RC&D has successfully led an initiative to secure funding for steam bank erosion control on the Cass River.  Major donors include: The Great Lakes Commission, Saginaw Bay WIN, Bay Area Community Foundation, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Star of the West Milling Co. and Frankenmuth Conservation Club. The project involves installing tree revetments along severely eroding riverbanks.  This bank stabilization method uses 15-foot to 20-foot conifer trees to create a secured natural structure that will prevent loss of land into the river.  In addition, the trees and their branches attract insects and create aquatic habitat.
In 2015 approximately 1000 feet of double row tree revetments were installed on five sites in Saginaw and Tuscola County.  The goal is to install 2000 feet of tree revetments in 2016.

Thank you for your involvement and support.
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